The changing pattern of hospital care for persons living with HIV: 2000 through 2004.
To compare inpatient utilization and costs by persons living with HIV in 2000 with inpatient utilization and costs in 2004. Data on 91,343 hospital discharge abstracts representing all HIV-related admissions in 6 states (California, Florida, New Jersey, New York, South Carolina, and Washington state) in 2000 and data from 72,829 hospital discharge abstracts representing all HIV-related admissions in the same states in 2004 are used. These data were obtained from the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality's Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project, and they were combined with data on the number of persons living with HIV that were obtained from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and 2 state departments of health. This study compares the hospital care received by persons living with HIV in 6 states in calendar year 2000 with the hospital care received by persons living with HIV in calendar year 2004 in the same 6 states. This study also compares population-based measures of hospital utilization (ie, to measure the average utilization of hospital care per person living with HIV in each state) across the 6 states. This study found that the average age of a hospitalized patient with HIV rose from 41 to 44 years and that the average number of diagnoses rose from 6.0 to 7.4. Moreover, it was found that the average number of admissions per person living with HIV fell 39% and that the percentages of female and black patients with HIV remained the same. Hospitalized patients living with HIV are getting older and sicker, although the average number of admissions per person living with HIV continues to fall.